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‘Let’s get to work’
» ERIC BRADACH

METRO EDITOR
“A FUTURE THAT works for all of us and is even brighter than our past” were the closing words and summary of
Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s 2017 Infrastructure Address Feb. 9.
On the five-year anniversary of his first speech on this topic, Emanuel emphasized Chicago’s achievements
and his plan—Building a New Chicago—to rebuild the city’s aging infrastructure and build a 21st century
foundation for city’s economy.
Emanuel said the city created more than 60,000 jobs building roads, schools, parks, playgrounds, bridges
and more since 2012, and the projects assembled for the next three years will create more than 40,000 jobs.
“When we make a concerted investment in a connected future, economic development and job creation
follow,” Emanuel said.
Major improvements have included changes to transportation and education, which has led to job growth.
“[Chicago Transit Authority] is in the midst of the largest modernization in its history,” he said. “Our mass
transit system was built for the needs of the past, not the demands of the future. So we’re not just rebuilding
the CTA, we’re reshaping it to meet Chicago’s future.”
In addition to Red and Purple Line modernization projects, CTA is set to complete the rebuilding of the century-old Wilson station and construction of a new Washington-Wabash station in 2017 to serve as a gateway
to Millennium Park, according to Emanuel.

SEE INFRASTRUCTURE, PAGE 39
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EDITOR’S NOTE

College tries to give students voice
in DEI talks, why won’t they take it?
» MEGAN BENNETT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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olumbia’s leaders in diversity, equity
and inclusion are taking steps to try
to receive student feedback. This
would be an effective strategy to ensure
all voices are heard, but students are not
taking advantage.
As reported on Page 3, the Diversity,
Equity & Inclusion Committee’s Student
Advisory Board—a group that aims to help
the college’s larger DEI committee take the
student experience into consideration—
hosted the first of several scheduled town
hall meetings Feb. 8 to allow students to
speak openly about what changes they want
to see at the college.
Administrators and DEI Committee
members did not attend the town hall meeting—and are not scheduled to attend future
ones—in order to create a safe space. The
topics ranged from race issues to inequities
within advising and student health services,
however, fewer than 10 students attended
this meeting.
Whether it was insufficiently advertised
or students were unable to take time on a
Wednesday afternoon to attend a two-hour
session, it is unclear why the turnout was so
abysmal. Of the approximately 7,000 diverse
students Columbia currently enrolls, it is an
easy assumption that a majority of them have
experienced some issue related to diversity,
equity or inclusion and should care about
improving the campus environment. To get
even a fraction of them to talk—or to even
attend future meetings—the advisory board
must show other students that these meetings hold weight with top decision-makers
and things will only change if they contribute
to the conversation.
Though the event was posted on the college event page and sent in the “In the Loop”
emails, it’s likely most students didn’t know of
the town hall’s existence. Increasing awareness either through an individual email to
students signed from the DEI Committee or
President and CEO Kwang-Wu Kim would
likely garner better results.
Evening meetings held in past years
have yielded better attendance—whether
this was for student center open feedback
meetings in the Fall 2015 Semester or for
the biannual open forum with Kim. The
college should provide students a space like
the Conaway Center instead of the Dance
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Few students express concerns
at DEI town hall meeting
» CONNOR CARYNSKI
CAMPUS REPORTER
JUNIOR AMERICAN SIGN language-English
interpretation major Cory O’Brien claimed
to have waited five hours before receiving
attention at the Health Center because he
hadn’t made an appointment—one of several complaints made at the first Diversity,
Equity & Inclusion Student Board Advisory Town Hall meeting Feb. 8. Though
the board reached out to students through
posters and emails, only seven students
attended the event.
The meeting, held at the Dance Center
in the 1306 S. Michigan Ave. Building,
gave students the opportunity to share
feedback on their college experience.
O’Brien voiced concerns about the
value of student services at the college
when compared to other institutions.
“While they exist, are free and are technically accessible, the quality of the services, considering the tuition that we pay,
[is less than that of the School of the Art
Institute of Chicago],” O’Brien, a former
SAIC student, said.
The meeting, hosted by the DEI Student
Advisory Board—a group created to communicate information from students to

the larger DEI Committee formed of faculty and staff—invited students to fill out
surveys and express concerns to the board
members. The surveys asked about diversity on campus and in classrooms and programs such as Student Financial Services,
the Advising Center and the Health Center.
The surveys and experiences of students
who attended the meetings will be compiled
into a report at the end of the semester and
presented to the DEI Committee, according to
Kaela Ritter, senior business & entrepreneurship major, Student Government President
and DEI Student Advisory Board member.
During the meeting, students relayed
negative experiences with the college, such

as receiving information via email that conflicted with what a student’s dean had told
her in person.
Students also complained about insufficient assistance from advisers, collaboration between departments, awareness
among students about student spaces and
services like the Counseling Center and a
lack of diversity among teachers.
Elizabeth Rangel, a Hispanic junior
American sign language-English interpretation major, said one of the first times she
encountered other Hispanic students was
when she took a Latin-American history
course, which a Caucasian woman taught.
Rangel said she thought the conversations
held at the meeting were beneficial but felt
an open forum should have already existed.
“This is probably one of the first meetings I have ever been to in which you have
students who are open to discussing the

Students voiced personal experiences they have had with different
college programs to the Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Student Advisory Board during a Feb. 8 town hall meeting.

diversity, equity and inclusion they feel,
and you find that these experiences are not
just your own; they are other people’s too,
whatever ethnicity they are,” Rangel said.
Besides the board’s faculty adviser, David
Keys, no faculty, administration or staff are
allowed to attend the forums so students
can speak openly in a safe space, said Malik
Woolfork, junior business & entrepreneurship major and advisory board member.
Woolfork said the first town hall was
small but was a good start because it
allowed the student advisory board to tailor
the meetings to student needs.
The student board members will be
meeting every other week to review the
information from the meeting and discuss
the content of the final report, according
to Woolfork.
Five other Student Advisory Board town
hall meetings are scheduled in different
locations throughout the campus during
the Spring semester, so students around
campus will get the opportunity to share
their thoughts, according to Ritter.
“The school is run by students,” Ritter
said. “Our administration [and] our faculty
and staff wouldn’t be here if we weren’t
here. I would hope they take everything
we say into consideration and that it
will provide them more of a direction
as to where the target areas would be
across campus.”
ccarynski@chroniclemail.com
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» ARIANA PORTALATIN
CAMPUS EDITOR

of Appeals for the
Seventh Circuit issued a decision
Feb. 2 limiting post-contract
bargaining rights for Columbia’s
part-time faculty union and
ordering other decisions back
to the National Labor Relations
Board for review.
The decision was issued after
Columbia sought review of an
earlier NLRB decision in P-Fac’s
favor that required the college
to bargain with P-Fac when
dealing with the impact of credit-hour changes to the performing
arts curriculum.
Called “effects bargaining,” the
practice allows unions to negotiate the effects of management
decisions made after and outside
of traditional contract negotiations. Historically, unions have
THE U.S. COURT

“effects bargained” such critical
management decisions as plant
closings and employee layoffs.
According to the decision, the
Collective Bargaining Agreement
between P-Fac and the college
permits Columbia to make decisions without having to bargain
first with P-Fac, including decisions regarding its educational,
fiscal and employment policies.
However, the court found
Columbia is required to notify
instructors of any relevant
course changes.
During the Spring 2010 semester, Columbia made credit hour
changes to 10 courses in the
School of Fine & Performing Arts
and notified the affected instructors, but not P-Fac.
In 2011, P-Fac learned about
the changes, sought a list of the
relevant courses from Columbia
and demanded to bargain over the

effects of the changes. The dispute came at a time when P-Fac
was negotiating a new contract
with the college, which sought to
limit the union’s right to bargain
over administrative decisions.
During this period, P-Fac and
Columbia agreed to abide by
the terms of the 2006 contract
until the successor agreement
was signed.
P-Fac expressed concerns
about the proposal, saying it was
a setback from previous agreements, and negotiations were
halted for months.
Although the college notified
P-Fac on Feb. 21, 2012, that it
disagreed that it was obligated
to bargain with P-Fac over the
effects of the credit-hour changes,
the two parties agreed May 4,
2012, to meet to further discuss
the credit-hour reductions. They
resumed bargaining in June 2012.
On August 28, 2012, the NLRB
filed a complaint against the college alleging it violated sections
of the National Labor Relations
Act by failing to bargain over the

DELILAH’S
2771 N. Lincoln * (773) 472-2771

What Did Happen To Laura Palmer ?

» FILE PHOTO
A Seventh Circuit Court decision issued Feb. 2 limited bargaining rights for
Columbia’s part-time faculty union, led by President and Associate Professor in
the Photography Department Diana Vallera (pictured).

effects of the credit-hour reductions, and not bargaining in good
faith for a new CBA from January
to June of 2012.
An administrative law judge for
the NLRB ruled March 15, 2013
in P-Fac’s favor but did not issue
remedies for the disputes.
“I cannot find... that [Columbia’s]
misconduct was so aggravated as
to infect the bargaining process to
the point where traditional remedies would not be effective,” the
judge said in the latest decision.

Columbia, P-Fac and the NLRB
all filed appeals of this decision.
As reported April 11, 2016 by
The Chronicle, the NLRB agreed
March 24, 2016, with the decision made by the ALJ; however,
it rewarded bargaining expenses
to P-Fac.
A dissenting panel member
argued that Columbia had not
violated the NLRA because it
was not required to bargain
over the effects of the credit-hour changes.

SEE P-FAC, PAGE 11

Seventh Circuit Court decision
limits P-Fac bargaining rights
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Wednesday February 15
Guitar Concert Series at the Conaway 12:00 pm
Athanasios Zervas in Concert

7:00 pm
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SEMESTER IN LA
OPEN HOUSE SESSIONS
FOR SEMESTER IN LOS ANGELES
FALL, J-TERM, SPRING, & SUMMER

Animation
Editing
Producing
Directing
Costume Supervision
Transmedia & Cross Platform
Development
Internships

Information Sessions
Wednesday, February 22, 2017
10:00AM–11:00AM
11:30AM–12:30PM
1104 S. Wabash Ave., Rm. 302

Thursday, February 23, 2017
3:30PM–4:30PM
5:30PM–6:30PM
600 S. Michigan Ave., Rm. 1301

Friday, February 24, 2017
10:00AM–11:00AM
1104 S. Wabash Ave., Rm. 502
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT :
Semester in LA
323-960-8020
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Faculty Senate discusses
curriculum, faculty changes
» CONNOR CARYNSKI
CAMPUS REPORTER
FACULT Y SENATE REVIEWED the
2018—2019 Catalog Curriculum
Timeline, which the Executive
Committee approved for implementation next year, and received
additional information about the
new Office of the Registrar at its
Feb. 10 meeting.
At the meeting, held at Stage
Two of the 618 S. Michigan Ave.
Building, Associate Professor
in the Photography Department
and Faculty Senate President
Greg Foster-Rice introduced the
new curricular approval process
and explained how it differs from
old procedures—including the
implementation of new software
called Curriculog.
The new programming allows
all stages and committees involved

in the approval process to use the
same platform, Foster-Rice.
Proposal and committee deadlines for new curriculum were
also changed, which Foster-Rice
said allows for department flexibility and gives the Office of the
Registrar time to ensure that
changes are included in the course
catalogue and communicated to
students effectively.
“This is going to significantly
improve the process,” FosterRice said. “It’s going to significantly improve transparency. It’s
going to, hopefully, move things
through the curricular process
more quickly in a way we can adapt
to changing realities of the 21st
century. We can also make sure
we don’t overburden ourselves
with too many new programs at
one time and make sure we are
clearly communicating with

students what programs we are
offering in the next catalog year.”
Keri Walters, from the Office
of the Registrar, also gave a presentation about the services her
office has created. Walters said
while many of the services the
office provides are now centralized, more efficient and allow
students a single location for
multiple needs.
“We are very busy right now,
over the next three years, we will
be rolling out several new projects that will increase efficiency
on campus and will support
the Strategic Plan document,”
Walters said.
The First Year Experience
Committee and Core Curriculum
Committee also presented a
framework of new courses and
class pathways at the meeting,
which are set to be presented at

~ Chicago’s premier spiritual and Metaphysical
Therapy, consultation, and readings

~ Healing Guinness & meditation
~ Balance your chakras get clarity
on relationships
~ Also available for parties and
events call for appoinments.
Visit us online at
CHICAGOBESTPSYCHIC.COM
$10 off any service with this ad

CHICAGO

Spiritual
Boutique
312-778-2490
30 E Roosevelt Chicago, IL 60605
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a Feb. 27 collegewide assembly.
The committees will then seek
feedback on proposed programs,
said Gregory Corness, assistant
professor for the Interactive
Arts & Media Department, at the
Faculty Senate meeting.

Senators also discussed a
Teaching Track Appointments
proposal that, if the Board of
Trustees approves in May
2017, would change lecturer
and senior lecturer to the titles,
assistant professor, associate

SEE SENATE, PAGE 11
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» G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE
During the Feb. 10 Faculty Senate meeting, Greg Foster-Rice, associate professor
in the Photography Department and Faculty Senate president, introduced a new
curriculum approval process designed for efficiency and transparency.
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Illustration program to host
‘Not on Paper’ gallery
» MARISA SOBOTKA
CAMPUS REPORTER
THE HOKIN PROJECT Gallery and
the Design Department’s Illustration Program will host the
monthlong exhibition “Not on
Paper” to showcase untraditional
student projects.
The show will be displayed on
the first floor of the 623 S. Wabash
Building from Feb. 16 through
March 16 and will feature 19 artists with 18 separate projects.
Three faculty members, Ivan
Brunetti, Chris Eliopoulos and
Chris Arnold, directed and curated the project.
Brunetti, an associate professor
in the Design Department, said
the faculty curators have been
working on the idea for the gallery
throughout the last academic year
and started contacting students
to participate in spring 2016.

The show includes work from
juniors, seniors and recent graduates who have been working
on murals, sculptures, embroidery, abstract paintings and some
animation work.
“We worked at selecting the
initial group we thought would
anchor the show, students we
already thought were doing things
that expanded the idea of illustration,” Brunetti said.
Brunetti added that the faculty
curators have acted as advisers
and chose students who were hard
workers and needed mentoring
more than help with their work.
“They are already pushing
themselves; we are just there to
encourage them.” Brunetti said.
Jerald Pellowski, graduate student in the Business & Entrepreneurship Department and coordinating curator for the gallery,
said the show’s main purpose is to

showcase illustration in a manner
unlike conventional exhibits.
“We are trying to break it down
and take the idea as far from
that as possible—there is not one
drawing on paper anywhere in the
show,” Pellowski said. “For me as
an artist, I just want to see something new, so there is a lot that I
had not seen before; it is going to
be really exciting.”
Senior J.J. McLuckie, a design
major in the illustration program,
worked on a series of paintings to

be displayed in a dark room with
LED lights that change the colors
of the paintings.
“I have always been interested
in art that is more interactive and
fun for the people interacting with
it,” McLuckie said.
Senior design majors Maggie
O’Brien and Olivia Olsen are
showing screen-printed portraits
of zodiac characters and 3D felt
plants, respectively.
Faculty curator Eliopoulos, a
lecturer in the Design Depart-

ment, said this new design strategy could be the future of the
illustration industry.
Curators said they hope not
only the Columbia community but
also members in the art community of Chicago will visit the show.
“We consider this more of a
celebration of the other illustration trends—and it’s for everybody, not just the teachers and
students here,” Eliopoulos said.
msobotka@chroniclemail.com

»PHOTOS G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE
Curator Jerald Pellowski helped create the “Not on Paper” gallery with Columbia’s Illustration Program.
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Columbia to host play that
is ‘not about sex’
» MARISA SOBOTKA
CAMPUS REPORTER
COLUMBIA WILL BE hosting its take
on the production “This Is Not A
Play About Sex” to start a conversation among college students
about sex and lifestyle habits.
The play, which will run Feb.
22–24 at 623 S. Wabash Ave. in
The HAUS, was originally written by Poppy Liu and performed in
2012 at Colgate University, which
now presents it annually as part of
freshman orientation.
According to Colgate’s weekly
newspaper, The Colgate MaroonNews, the original play by Liu
touched on the social climate of
Colgate students, as well as their
sex lives and drunken conversations, through student monologues
and ensemble pieces.
Columbia students and young
actors have created a unique

version of the show that will discuss topics relevant to the student
population, said senior television
major and Executive Producer
Stephanie Burda.
“We have a lot more freedom and
agency over the pieces; I actually
contributed three original pieces
to the show,” Burda said. “The
playwright has been very kind and
flexible in allowing us to have more
creative control over the work.”
Burda said she produced the
“Vagina Monologues” at Columbia
last year, and the show’s success
made her think it was important
to bring back another production
with a comparable theme but
greater inclusivity.
“It is necessary to open up inclusivity because of the performers
we have at [Columbia] and the
students who are struggling with
gender identification, sexual orientation, or just wanting to talk about

these things,” Burda said. “It is not
gender specific to just women.”
The production will feature
monologues and ensemble pieces
about gender identity, sexual orientation, hookup culture and consent, according to Burda.
Human connection is the most
important aspect of the show, said
executive director of the production Samantha Jai.
“My overall picture of the show
is just about connection: seeking it,
the lack of it, how people connect

and how they don’t connect,” Jai
said. “I wanted each piece to be
as personal as the actor could be.”
According to Miles Weimer,
one of the actors in the production, the goal is to destigmatize
typically controversial topics
by sparking a dialogue among
college students.
“The purpose of this is to say
there is this one thing that connects us, but we don’t talk about it,”
Weimer said. “The biggest thing is
trying to start a conversation about

» KEVIN TIONGSON/CHRONICLE

Columbia will host a production of Poppy Liu’s “This Is Not A Play About Sex,”
featuring a unique take on the show. Feb 22-24

something that is natural and take
some of that stigma away.”
Another actor in the show,
Isaac Flores, said acting in this
show is very different from other
productions because it is mostly
emotional monologues instead of
structured scenes.
“They don’t want us to actually try to act, but to [perform]
an experience, like ‘how did I feel
when I first had sex,’ Flores said.
“It is not about acting, but living in
the moment.”
Paper cranes are a important element used in the show,
placed onstage during many of
their scenes, Burda said. Paper
cranes are known to represent
wishful thinking, a theme of the
show, she said.
“That is what a lot of the monologues are: very wishful, with the
desire their problems are going to
be solved, or they will find ‘the one,’
or as simple a good hook-up,” Burda
said. “They are all wishes; they are
all connections.”
msobotka@chroniclemail.com
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» ESTHER BELL/CHRONICLE
Laura Maynard (right) and Chris Jowett, voice of “Benny the Skeleton,” both sophomore theatre majors, stole the show Feb. 9 as hosts of “Bitter Mouth”. The week before Valentine’s Day, Student Programming
Board staged the program for single attendees who might feel lonely during the holiday. A variety of acts performed on stage including spoken word, acoustic and rap music.
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The Seventh Circuit Court, in reviewing the decision, agreed that the college
was not required to bargain over the
effects of the credit-hour changes, citing
the CBA that allowed Columbia management rights to make changes to courses.
“Reducing the number of credit hours
for a course constitutes a modification
or alteration of that course,” the court’s
decision stated. “The management
rights clause thus fully defined the parties’ rights with respect to course credit
hour changes.”
Diana Vallera, P-Fac president and
adjunct professor in the Photography
Department, and Mike Persoon, P-Fac’s
attorney at Despres, Schwartz & Geoghegan,
Ltd., were not available for comment as of
press time.
The court also noted that Columbia
did not appeal the NLRB’s ruling over
bad-faith bargaining.
“Columbia has not even challenged
the Board’s findings that it violated the
National Labor Relations Act by engaging
in bad-faith bargaining,” the court said. “I
agree that we must remand the remedial
issue to the board. There was plenty of
other egregious conduct by the employer
here, however, and [the court’s opinion]
leaves the Board ample discretion to
impose that remedy again on remand.”
Whether the bargaining expenses
awarded to P-Fac are still necessary was
sent back to the NLRB for further reviews,
according to the court decision.
“Because we conclude that Columbia
was not obligated to engage in such
bargaining, we vacate the award of bargaining expenses and remand back to the
NLRB to decide whether such a remedy is
still warranted in this case without considering the effects-bargaining behavior,”
the court said.
According to a Feb. 10 statement from
college spokeswoman Anjali Julka on
behalf of Terrence Smith, special counsel
for labor relations, the Circuit Court’s
decision upheld the beliefs of the college
and added that the college thinks it will
not have to pay any expenses to P-Fac.
“The court’s decision upholds the college’s position that its actions were not in
violation of federal labor law, and vacates
the March 24, 2016 decision with respect
to effects bargaining and its award of
P-fac’s bargaining expenses,” the statement said. “Now that the Court has ruled
the college had no obligation to engage
in effects bargaining, it is the college’s
position that there is no longer legal or
factual support for the remedy imposed.”

professor and professors of instruction—all of which would fall under the
teaching track faculty group, according
to Foster-Rice.
The change would then clarify the 12
credit per semester requirement, plus service workload required of teaching-track
faculty. It would also provide opportunities
for promotion or pay raise depending on
experience, and allow teachers to apply
for tenure-track positions without risking
their teacher-track positions.
After hearing the proposal, Chamille
Weddington, lecturer in the Business &
Entrepreneurship Department, asked what
sort of questions the Lecturer Committee,
which proposed the change, could expect
from the Board of Trustees when it reviews
the proposal.
Foster-Rice said he could imagine
there would be questions about the need
to change the names, but said his response
would be that comparable institutions use
the same names for their faculty.
“This is going to be a way for us to retain
and recruit what is a very important contributing part of our faculty to our students,”
Foster-Rice said. “This is very important
for us as a retention tool to provide the
opportunity for ranked promotion within
that group, which comes with improvements of benefits as well.”

aportalatin@chroniclemail.com

ccarynski@chroniclemail.com

» G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE
Keri Walters gave a presentation about the
benefits of her newly established office at a Feb.
10 Faculty Senate meeting.
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Please join the Career Center in congratulating the 2017
Albert P. Weisman Award recipients.
Danielle Owensby

Photography

Christopher Flynn

Art & Art History

Jessica Sladek

Photography

Liliana Alfaro

Photography

Abdullah Azizi

Cinema Art + Science

Woody Leslie

Art & Art History

Hernan Olivera

Cinema Art + Science

Rebecca Memoli

Photography

Jason Eckenroth

Art & Art History

Anahid Ghorbani

Photography

Zackary Rupp

Humanities History & Social Sciences

Edward Seitz

Cinema Art + Science

Kyra Peterson

Design

Li Ma

Art & Art History

Jeremy Weber

Art & Art History

Each year the Albert P. Weisman Award, part of the Albert P.
Weisman Trust, awards selected students with a $2,000 award to
complete a significant project in their creative careers. Each
completed project will be displayed in the Weisman Exhibition,
November 2017. For more information, visit colum.edu/weisman.
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Inside the life of a snail: Artist creates tiny rooms for snails » Page 15

featured artist

Charlie
Day fights
back in
new movie
» KENDRAH VILLIESSE
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

C

harlie Day and Richie Keen’s
laughter filled the small conference room at the Chicago Athletic
Association, 12 S. Michigan Ave., as they
discussed their TV show “It’s Always
Sunny in Philadelphia” and advice they
got from their parents.
Day barely contained his excitement
about being in Chicago for the first time.
Keen, a Chicago native, patiently waited
to show Day his favorite town.
Besides exploring, Day and Keen were
in Chicago to promote their upcoming
movie “Fist Fight” that is scheduled to
be released on Feb. 17. The all-star cast,
which includes Tracy Morgan, Ice Cube,
Christina Hendricks, Kumail Nanjiani
in addition to Day, is directed by Keen.
The movie depicts high school English
teacher Andy Campbell, played by Day, as
he gets closer to the bell that will begin
his “Fist Fight” with a teacher—played by
Ice Cube—whom Campbell accidentally
got fired. Campbell, who already has too
much on his plate, with his wife expecting
their second child and his daughter being
bullied, goes through drastic measures to
get his life back in order, while trying to
not get beaten up.
The Chronicle spoke with Day and Keen
about the movie, comedy and some of their
own experiences with fights.
THE CHRONICLE: How did you make
such a low-stakes fist fight feel like
the end of the world?
CHARLIE DAY: When you are my size
and your wife is about to have a baby,
you might lose your job, your daughter
is being bullied. On top of that, Ice Cube
wants to beat you up. There is nothing
low stakes about that for my character.
RICHIE KEEN: When you look at the
poster you think, “What fight? Ice Cube is
going to hit him one time, Day is going to

Charlie Day and Ice Cube star in the new
movie “Fist Fight,” opening in theaters on
Feb. 17.

fall down and start crying, and it is going
to be over.” So it was really fun to design
that tension.
What is the best part of being in
Chicago for the first time?
DAY: I have wanted to go to Chicago for
years. There was a moment when I was
starting out my career that I said, “I am
either going to New York City or I am going
to move to Chicago.” I knew one person
from New York, and I knew nobody in
Chicago, and I said, “Well, maybe I’ll go
to New York because I know that one guy,”
but I have always loved Chicago.
Everyone has been asking me, “Why do
you have so much energy?” It is because
I am so excited to finally be in Chicago. I
want to have more time here. I want to go
to a comedy show and I wish I could go to a
baseball game. But I’ll come back for sure.
Did you ever witness a fight like
the one between the character?
DAY: When I was in junior high school,
I switched to a bigger public and more
intense school. I remember the very first

» Courtesy WARNER BROS

day during lunch there was a girl who got
in a fight with another girl, and she got up
across the table and she ripped the other
girl’s earring out of her ears. There was
blood everywhere, and I thought, “Oh my
god, this is a whole different ball game.”

I think I have learned so much from working on “It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia”
because they tackle real issues that you
don’t even almost realize it until it is
over. I think without the right characters,
who cares that they are getting in a fight.

What inspired you to touch on topics
that are not normally talked about
in comedy?
DAY: That is why “It’s Always Sunny in
Philadelphia” has been on for 12 years, if our
episodes weren’t rooted in issues or problems of society today, people would have
said, “OK I think I have had enough of people being wacky for no reason.” This movie
helps you sympathize and understand the
characters. Ice Cube’s character could
have easily been “a scary mean bad guy,” but
you actually understand why he wants to
have a fight beyond getting fired. You understand that he is trying to prove something.

What was it like working with an
all-star cast?
KEEN: My goal going in was to find the
most amazing and bizarre combination of
people—to find the funniest people on the
planet and put them next to the people that
you didn’t know were the funniest people
on the planet. [In the script, actress Jillian
Bell’s] role was written for a guy; [Morgan’s]
role was written for a younger white guy;
and Nanjiani didn’t have a role in the movie.
Charlie came over and in about 90 minutes,
we wrote all of these scenes for him. Then I
kept thinking Christina Hendricks next to
Ice Cube is so bizarre, and Tracy Morgan
next to Dean Norris is so bizarre. My hope
is that when you see the movie; you would
just [think] this is such an original group
of people to all be together.

Why did you focus on cast chemistry rather than set up comedy?
KEEN: Your comedy is only as strong as the
characters that you have in it, in my opinion.

kvilliesse@chroniclemail.com
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Saturday, Feb. 18
MYKKI BLANCO
» ZOË EITEL
MANAGING EDITOR

'See you in court,' Hollywood

I

n an accidental stroke of genius,
President Donald Trump posted his
best tweet thus far Feb. 9 in response
to three federal judges in the 9th Circuit
Court who refused to restore his travel
ban on seven Muslim-majority countries.
The Donald tweeted, "SEE YOU IN
COURT, THE SECURITY OF OUR
NATION IS AT STAKE!" Social media
users were quick to point out the complete capitalization and absurdity of
the tweet. Senior editor at the New
York Times Casey Johnston tweeted in
response, "'oh no, not court'—judges."
Because Donny is so ready to try
to sue the Judicial Branch, it brings
to mind some TV shows and movies
he might also want to see in court.
For months, Alec Baldwin has been
portraying the Pres on "Saturday Night
Live" with uncanny accuracy. The Easy
D has called out both "SNL" and Baldwin
multiple times online, calling it "really
bad television!" If it wasn't legal for media
to use likenesses in parodies and dramatizations, the president would definitely
be bringing NBC, "SNL" and the entire
"terrible" cast to court for hurting his
feelings. Maybe he needs to revisit his
plan to strengthen those darn libel laws.
Every day under DJ Trumpet brings
America closer to being a replica of
Panem, the fictional, dystopian version of
America in "The Hunger Games." In the
movie—and book—President Snow runs
the games in which kids and teens have
to kill each other as entertainment for the
rich. Snow keeps the poor and rich segregated in different districts, and he poisons
his political enemies. The Trumpinator
has a bone to pick with the writers of
"The Hunger Games" because they stole
his ideas for how he was going to run
the country and made them into a major
motion picture, ruining the surprise.
On the Jan. 18 episode of "Law & Order:
Special Victims Unit," a wealthy owner
of a retail empire in his 70s is accused
of sexual assault by a bartender in her
20s. He claims that it was consensual
in court, but it is later revealed that he
tried to teach his grandson a lesson
that because they are rich, they can do
whatever they want. This story is eerily
similar to what Agent Orange said to

Bottom Lounge
1375 W. Lake St.
7 p.m.
$15 adv. / $18 door, 17+

Monday, Feb. 13
SPORTS BOYFRIEND

SHIP CAPTAIN CREW

The Empty Bottle
1035 N. Western Ave.
8 p.m.
FREE

Subterranean
2011 W. North Ave.
6:30 p.m.
$10, 17+

Tuesday, Feb. 14

Billy Bush in the video posted by the
Washington Post Oct. 7, 2016, during a
conversation the two had on an Access
Hollywood bus in 2005. In it, Dr. Tiny
Hands claims that because he's a star,
he's allowed to do anything he wants
to women. The assaulter in the show is
convicted of rape and sent to prison, so
Trumpie probably wants to take Dick
Wolf and the "SVU" cast and crew to
court for getting the outcome so wrong.
Adam Sandler and Kevin James get
married to cheat the system in the 2007
comedy "I Now Pronounce You Chuck
& Larry." Now The Donster has no
problem cheating the system—where
are your tax returns, sir?—but he has a
problem with gay people, or at least Vice
President Mike Pence told him he does.
D Triz-ump wants Chuck and Larry to
join him in court because they need to
get a divorce and go to conversion therapy, so Pencie will stop complaining.
On the Sept. 27, 2016, episode of
"New Girl," Jess Day loses a bet and
either has to vote for her roommate for
president or dress up as The D Man for
a day. She stands outside and yells at
people "You're fired!" The Taco Salad
Aficionado hasn't figured out how to
trademark phrases just yet, but once he
does, he's going to bring Zooey Deschanel
and "New Girl" to court and will figure
out how he can sue after the fact.
Finally, Trumplestiltskin wants
to take Disney's "Phineas and Ferb"
to court as well, mostly because, just
like the rest of the country, he doesn't
understand how they've been on
summer break for so many years.
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Saturday, Feb. 18

Sunday, Feb. 19

THIS IS LORELEI

DAN DEACON

Emporium Arcade
1366 N. Milwaukee Ave.
8 p.m.
FREE

The Empty Bottle
1035 N. Western Ave.
8 p.m.
$5 adv. / $15 door

FROM THE FRONT ROW

British band White Lies performed
at Lincoln Hall, 2424 N. Lincoln Ave.,
on Feb. 6 as part of its world tour
promoting its album Friends.

» KEVIN TIONGSON/CHRONICLE
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Slime meets surreal: artist
creates scenery for snails
LIGHT POURS INTO a tiny room,
revealing a bed covered not with
a pillow and sheets, but lettuce
and cucumbers. Tucked inside is
not a human, not a cat, but a snail.
Chicago artist Aleia Murawski
creates miniature rooms, combining furniture, food and snails to
make surreal settings. Murawski
is a multimedia artist, working
with sculpture and photography.
She and her roommates also host
an “art bnb,” called Soft Center, to
work with other artists.
“[Snail art is] a practice where it
doesn’t rely on a studio,” Murawski
said. “Working really small, I can
take [it] everywhere I go.”
Murawski’s snail project was
born out of collaboration with
artist Samuel Copeland, who

owns the snails used for every
whimsical environment. One of
the surreal miniature settings
with which Murawski teases her
audience is a purple, moody room,
lit thought a window, featuring a

» Courtesy ALEIA MURAWSKI

» BLAIR PADDOCK
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

snail alongside a toilet and sink
just its size.
“It’s my therapy after work to
put these collaborations together,”
Murawski said. “And we have pet
snails, so they add to the space.”
Soft Center co-founder Jill
Rahn has known Murawski since
their freshman year of college. She
said Murawski likes working with
snails because they are androgynous and a neutral character to
add to her settings.
“Her work is coming from a craftspace, not a domestic space, and
[the snails] make them into these
unorthodox spaces,” Rahn said.
Murawski said she has been
working with miniatures for her
whole life. Her art tries to start
conversations about everyday life
while using objects that are nostalgic for her.
“In a lot of ways, it’s about my
narrative, but it’s not explicit,”
Artist Aleia Murawski said she has
been working with miniatures her
whole life. She uses these tiny rooms
to create spaces for the snails.

Murawski uses snails because
they have a non-definite gender
and they’re a neutral, weird
character to add to settings, said
her roommate Jill Rahn.

Murawski said. “Whatever I’m
making is in response to daily life.”
Based in Pilsen, their “art bnb”
is an old storefront that has been
converted into a creative space
for gallery openings and pop-up
shops. Its goal is for artists to meet
likeminded creatives in the city
and produce projects they might
not have space for otherwise.
“It’s a landing spot for people, and
it provides a roof if they’re working
here and need somewhere to stay,”
said collaborator and local artist
Alex Wallbaum.
Rahn said they were inspired by
female art movements they saw
online, in the community and outside of Chicago.
“It’s finding a new community
and finding new artists that
need safe and portable spaces,”
Rahn said.
Soft Center has an extra bedroom, which they hope will be
use to stay and develop their won

projects, Murawski said. For the
past couple years, Murawski said
it has been difficult to meet other
artists, so this space allows local
or visiting artists to put on a show
or workshops.
“We wanted [a name] that refers
to our name as a home: a very open
space where people feel comfortable and can take on different
forms,” Murawski said.
bpaddock@chroniclemail.com

230 S. Wabash Ave, Chicago, IL
Near Jackson Blvd.
60604.
312-427-5580

800-421-1899

M-F : 8:30am-5:30pm
SAT: 8:30am-5pm

24 HOUR FAX
Fax: 312-427-1898
www.centralcamera.com

Additional
5% Discount
For students,
teachers and
faculty on most supplies

Offering the “gift” of photography. Photographic headquarters since 1899— Our “117th year”
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Irish theatre celebrated
with new festival
of Chicago produced the Three
Pints Reading series, which
UPSTAIRS IN AVONDALE’S Chief
had “music stand style readings”
O’Neill’s Pub and Restaurant, with minimal stage elements,
bar banter from patrons is not Grant said. This festival will
the only sound echoing around allow the ensemble to take it to
the blue and red walls.
another level, he said, by staging
From Feb. 9 through Feb. 24, the full-scale performances.
Irish Theatre of Chicago is hosting
“These are untested plays. In
The New Irish Voices Festival at some ways they’re not even in
Chief’s, 3471 N. Elston Ave., with fully published form where there
Irish playwrights from across the are stage directions,” Grant
globe staging readings.
said. “It makes more sense for us
Artistic director Michael Grant to jump up on our feet and start to
said the festival’s purpose is to try and bring it off the page, so we
showcase the work of up-and-com- get a better sense of what this is.”
ing playwrights.
After the readings, the discus“It’s easy enough to look at sion will continue downstairs
[famous Irish playwrights] and at the bar to open up dialogue
find a tremendous amount of about the pieces and allow the
material,” Grant said. “But it’s audience to give insight on how
important to identify and grow our they could be improved, Grant said.
relationships with new writers.”
“We like to create an environIn the past, the Irish Theatre ment where we perform in more
» BLAIR PADDOCK
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

The Irish Theatre of Chicago will be
showcasing a monthlong series of the
Irish arts at Chief O’Neill’s Pub and
Restaurant, 3471 N. Elston Ave.

“Irish writers, I don’t know what
it is in the water over there, but
there’s something really special about Irish-themed shows
and the works that come out of
that country,” Theis added.
Another ensemble member,
Carolyn Kruse, is directing “O Do
Not Love Too Long,” a dark comedy
about a faded London musician
whose health has deteriorated
and who wants his daughter
to move back home to care for him.
The Irish plays provide compel» ESTHER BELL/CHRONICLE
ling stories that cannot be found
otherwise, she said.
intimate theater spaces [and] comedy about an older Irish
“[Art is supposed to] touch
try to draw the audience into the woman being forced into a retire- another human, another audience
world of the play,” Grant said. “We ment home by her daughter.
member and cause them to feel
Theis said these themes are and tap into their spirit,” Kruse
judge how much the audience was
part of what makes Irish litera- said. “The Irish are known for
drawn into the piece.”
Each reading will have an Irish ture among the strongest in the their storytelling, and any story
theme, said Kevin Theis, an ensem- world. It has a little bit of every- that can deeply affect someone
ble member with the Irish Theatre thing—mixing poetry, language, is a success.”
of Chicago. Theis will be directing terrific characters, humor, pathos
“The My Way Residential,” a dark and drama, he added.
bpaddock@chroniclemail.com

THIS IS NOT
a
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SEX

A play by Poppy Liu

w e d n e sday- f r i day

February 22-24

7PM

6 2 3 S . Wa b a s h ; T h e H a u s
tickets: http://tinapas.brownpapertickets.com

produced by Stephanie Burda | directed by Samantha Jai
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book review

The 144-page graphic novel,
published Dec. 16, 2016, and
curated by Marc Andreyko, is
a collaboration between IDW
Publishing and DC Entertainment.
DC lent characters such as Batman
and Wonder Woman, among
others, for the stories, resulting
in such beautiful moments like
Harley Quinn admitting, “Love
is going vegan just for her,” when
the suitably plant-based Poison
Ivy insists they eat vegan pizza.
However, not all the entries are
» PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY ESTHER BELL/CHRONICLE
proud and unashamed declarations of love. There is a close-up
illustration of a contented child
hugging his mother, head on her
hip, as we barely see over his shoulder a bathroom door displaying
» JAMES FIRKINS
yellow single-page comic that three bullet holes. At the bottom
COPY EDITOR
of the image is the message victim
almost blinds the eye.
Eddie
Jamoldroy Justice texted to
“Yeah, super love,” he said.
his
mother
as he hid in the bath“SO THEIR LOVE is different. It has to
This is one of the more hoperoom,
along
with the time it was
be, to fight so much hate. It’s super filled entries in a collection of work
sent:
“‘Mommy
I love you.’ 2:06am.”
love,” says a small boy depicted from more than 200 writers and
There
are
times
when your hairs
outside the Orlando nightclub artists titled “LOVE IS LOVE,”
will
stand
on
end.
There
are times
Pulse, honoring its victims.
honoring the 49 people killed
when
there
will
be
an
overwhelm“Yeah,” his dad replies, in the during the Orlando nightclub
ing surge of emotion in your chest,
final panel of an iridescent, bright shooting June 12, 2016.

‘LOVE IS LOVE’: Powerful Graphic
novel supports Pulse victims

40%

or the pressure of tears starting to
flow. Readers should simply allow
themselves to cry, and because
this book is a powerful declaration
to the humanity of the victims and
the LGBT community that many
in the world would seem to want to
deny. This book might be the perfect way to introduce the subject to
children and those who may have
trouble understanding.
“LOVE IS LOVE” honors the victims by donating all proceeds to
Equality Florida, the “largest civil
rights organization dedicated to
securing full equality for Florida’s
LGBT community.” It features
work donated by an assortment of
renowned creatives such as Steve
Sadowski, Patton Oswalt, Ming
Doyle and instantly recognizable
J.K. Rowling, displayed across a
wide range of illustrative styles
from the soft comforts of watercolor, to the contrasting black and
white of pen and ink.
Some of the comic strips feel
a little like a personal response
to the attacks, which inevitably shifts the focus. Some are

challenging to read, such as the
Bizarro strip, and are not instantly
understood. This may not be a bad
thing, though, because it can be
overwhelming when the focus is
solely on victims—like the page
about Brenda and Isaiah, a mother
and son who danced in the club
together. Brenda had survived
cancer twice, the text reads, but
only Isaiah made it out alive.
But nothing is more profound
than what is found on the inside
front cover. There, are the names
and ages of the 49 victims of the
Orlando shooting who did not
survive. The youngest was just 18.
Is the collection perfect? No,
but that’s not the point. This
book should exist free from any
critical challenges and stand as
it is intended: an emotive, clear
declaration that love comes in all
shapes and sizes. To put it another
way, a comic near the back of the
book says, “Of course we’re happy!
After all, no matter the shape, size,
color or gender... Love is love.”
jfirkins@chroniclemail.com
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FEATURED PHOTO

» KEVIN TIONGSON/CHRONICLE

Keyboardist and co-lead singer Rizz, one half of Australian–Iranian band VOWWS on their U.S. tour supporting the English band White Lies, performed at Lincoln Hall, 2424 N. Lincoln Ave., Feb. 6.

15% OFF

412 S. MICHIGAN AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60605

Students, faculty, and staff

312.939.7855

Mon - Thurs
Void Friday - Sunday

Breakfast · Lunch · Dinner · After Theater · Fine Wines · Great Spirits · Espresso

WE DELIVER!
Gelato · Espresso · Desserts · Soup · Salads · Sandwiches · Burgers · Wraps

www.artists-cafe.com
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students.colum.edu/ComputerStore
Welcome Back to Your Student Technology Center.
📱📱 (312) 369-8622

💌💌 COMPUTERSTORE@COLUM.EDU

⏱ OPEN WEEKDAYS 11:00AM – 6:00PM

👉👉 33 E. CONGRESS PARKWAY

🤑🤑
A+ EDUCATIONAL DISCOUNTS
Our educational discounts on Mac,
iPad and tech accessories give you
the best bang for your buck. We
also accept payments with the
BookCharge through Student
Financial Services and have a
Trade-in, Trade-up program that
makes upgrading your devices
more affordable than ever.

😱😱
FREE SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS

Back on Campus?
Check out Mac on campus.
Explore how you can use your Mac with MacOS or iPad with iOS 10
in your major at the Computer Store.
Whether you are looking to learn the basics or make your
masterpiece, we are here to help. We offer free lessons and oneon-one sessions to help you get the most out of your technology.

Visit our website and check out our department recommendation
guides to learn about which apps you might need for your major!

We always offer complimentary and
appointment-free troubleshooting
for all of your devices, general help
and One-on-One sessions,
hardware & software diagnostics,
virus removal, repairs for Mac
computers and more!

🤔🤔
 CERTIFIED GENIUSES
In addition to being an Apple
Authorized Campus Store, we also
have a Certified Mac Technician on
staff to offer you the same help with
troubleshooting experiences and
in-warranty (AppleCare) / out-ofwarranty repairs that you would
expect from an Apple Store.

THE BEST SAVINGS & SERVICE FOR STUDENTS @

students.colum.edu/computerstore

Must be a current student, staff, or faculty member of Columbia College Chicago to shop at the Computer Store. All offers valid while supplies last. No rain checks or special orders. All sales final. ™ and © 2016 Apple Inc. All rights reserved.
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新年快乐
HAPPY YEAR OF
恭喜发财 THE ROOSTER!
R

ed were the fireworks, red were the envelopes
containing offerings, red is the lucky color
found everywhere during the lunar calendar’s
New Year celebrations. Guo Nian—meaning “the passing of the beast” in Chinese—is more commonly known
in Western countries as Chinese New Year and is
steeped in myth and legend everywhere dating as far
back as 14th Century BCE.
The tradition began in ancient China with the arrival
of Nian—a monster resembling a bull with a lion’s head.
Nian would terrorize villages until one day an old beggar defeated the monster, who feared the color red and
20 THE CHRONICLE FEBRUARY 13, 2017

loud noises, with paper and fireworks. The next day
dawned the new lunar year.
Chicago’s Chinatown was awash with red for the
city’s annual Chinese New Year parade on Feb. 5, one
of America’s largest with thousands of attendees.
Hundreds of fireworks wrapped in red paper were
ignited to initiate the festivities, after which schools,
marching bands, lion dancers and 100-foot long dragons and paraded from 24th Street along Wentworth
Avenue, ending at Cermak Road.
The procession reached its finale with the lion dancers—who are often martial artists—performing for the

TEXT BY WESLEY HEROLD
PHOTOS BY G-JUN YAM & WESLEY HEROLD
DESIGN BY GABRIEL DE LA MORA

dignitaries who review the parade. After the amazing
display of skill, the lion dancers were rewarded for their
efforts with red envelopes containing an even amount
of money, considered lucky and used to ward off evil
spirits.
Each year of the Chinese calendar is designated by
one of 12 different animals. Each year is also represented by one of the five elements of Chinese philosophy. 2017 is a return of the year of the Fire Rooster—the
first time since 1957.
wherold@chroniclemail.com

FEATURE

2

4

6

3

5

1. Firecrackers ignited to start the Chinatown’s Chinese New Year Parade Feb 5.
2. An energetic crowd of thousands attempted to disperse after the end of
the annual parade.
3. Ribbon dancers from the Indianapolis Chinese Community Center, Inc.
entertained spectators as they danced down the parade path.
4. The crowd reached out to catch confetti on Wentworth Avenue.
5. A group of children celebrated by wearing a lighter lion head and marching
with the parade.
6. Lion dancers performed for dignitaries during the parade’s finale trying to
earn a red envelope of money.
7. Young students and families joined in and walked in the parade alongside
the entertainers

7
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audiofile

Carousel Kings to bring ‘Charm’ to the city

limit myself because all music is really cool,
and almost anything created is pretty cool.
avid Alexander, vocalist in Carousel
Growing up, Green Day was a big thing,
Kings, always dreamed about being Blink 182’s “A Day To Remember” was an
in a band. In 2008, when Alexan- obvious, “Wow, I could do that.” Locally,
der was 18, he decided to create pop-punk bands that helped inspire me were August
band Carousel Kings with his friends. Burns Red and Texas in July. They were both
The Lancaster, Pennsylvania, band has from my hometown in Lancaster, so to see
recorded three albums, A Slice of Heaven them “make it” onto bigger label was an eye
released in 2012, Unity in 2014 and new opener for me, and I thought, “Okay, these
album Charm City to be released Feb. guys are doing music for themselves. I can
10. The group’s first record was made do that too.” It is definitely the inspiration
after signing with label Victory Records. from the local community.
The band has performed with Panic! At
The Disco, Rise Against, and at the 2015 What is your favorite song to perform?
Vans Warped Tour and is scheduled to From our new album Charm City, the song
perform in Berwyn, Illinois, on March 10 called “Charm City” is probably one of my
for its “Charm Cities Tour.” The Chronicle favorites to play. It is different than any other
spoke with Alexander about Carousel Kings’ song we have. The way it was written was a
music, life on tour and overall success.
super group effort. It has that pop-punk thing,
and it has one of the catchiest choruses on
THE CHRONICLE: What is most excit- the album.
ing about Charm City?
DAVID ALEXANDER: I am most excited What inspired the band to use flotation
to see it on Victory Records. It is super excit- therapy in your video “Grey Goose” and
ing for me and the rest of the guys too. We just the album?
hope it is well-received and the exposure it Grey Goose was an indoor skydiving place
gets is greater than we had before.
that became an idea from the floating. When
I am not touring with the band, I am working
Who are your musical influences?
at a flotation therapy spa in West Chester,
We listen to just about everything. I try to not Pennsylvania. It is honestly the best job,
» KENDRAH VILLIESSE
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

D

especially for the creative field; it really gets
the juices flowing, allows you to find your
thoughts and allows more original thoughts
to come to surface.
W hat is your favorite thing to
do while on tour?
I love food. It is awesome to be able to eat
culturally, just different foods, even the
local “home food” in restaurants.

What has the journey been like?
The Carousel Kings has been such a wonderful and long journey, and I am so grateful
for what we have now. It wasn’t easy to get
here, but I am just really excited for the
future. I have always known that this is
what I am supposed to be doing, and it feels
really surreal.
kvilliesse@chroniclemail.com
» Courtesy VICTORY RECORDS

Carousel Kings released Charm City Feb. 10 and will visit The Wire, 6815 W. Roosevelt Road. in Berwyn,
Illinois, for its “Charm City Tour” March 10.

Guilty pleasures
» KENDRAH VILLIESSE

» LAUREN KOSTIUK

» NOAH KELLY

ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

DIGITAL CONTENT MANAGER

MARKETING CONSULTANT

“Jam (Turn It up)”

Kim Kardashian

“Lemonade”

Gucci Mane

“Kill The Lights”

Britney Spears

“Sexy Can I”

Ray J

Miley Cyrus

“Love Again”

Run the Jewels

“Fly On The Wall”
“Like Whoa”
“Lovebug”

Aly & AJ
Jonas Brothers

“Blame It”
“I Will”

Staff Playlist

Jamie Foxx
Danny Brown

“Mambo No. 5”
“Sk8er Boi”
“Bootylicious”
“September”
“Roses”

» CAROLINE BOWEN

METRO REPORTER

“Trashin’ The Camp”

Phil Collins

Avril Lavigne

“Two Worlds”

Phil Collins

Destiny’s Child

“Son Of Man”

Phil Collins

“Strangers Like Me”

Phil Collins

“You’ll Be In My Heart”

Phil Collins

Lou Bega

Earth, Wind & Fire
OutKast
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meOUT

CHECK

» PHOTOS WESLEY HEROLD/CHRONICLE

Miles Phillips
sophomore public relations major
“Stuff that is easily transferable
that can carry from night to day.”

Cassi Khou
senior design major
“Any way that I can layer up but
still look as carefree as possible.”

ARE YOU TIRED OF YOUR ROOMMATES?
RENT OUT SOUTH
LOOP CLUBHOUSE!
STUDIOS STARTING AT $900/MONTH
NO SECURITY DEPOSIT

CONGRESS

HARRISON

clubhousestudios@comcast.net
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MICHIGAN

WABASH

STATE
BALBO

chicagoclubhousestudios.com

HOW DO YOU DRESS FOR THE
WINTER-TO-SPRING TRANSITION?
Kinsey Herzog
sophomore creative
writing major
“If it’s anywhere under 40 degrees, I
usually wear my winter jacket.”

ARTS & CULTURE
recipe

Spinach and artichoke dip
» LAUREN CARLTON
COPY EDITOR
WHY GO OUT and buy dip when you can make it yourself? If you are a spinach and
artichoke fanatic, this dish will blow you away. It goes great on tortilla chips, pita
bread and even pretzels, and this recipe makes enough to fill a medium-sized pot
for you and your friends.

Directions:

Ingredients:
1 package (8 ounces) cream cheese
1/2 cup sour cream ( recommended
for best results)
1 cup Parmesan cheese, shredded
1 cup mozzarella cheese, shredded
1 can (14 ounces) artichokes,
chopped
4 garlic cloves, minced
1 cup cooked spinach
Cayenne pepper, to taste
Salt, to taste

1.

Combine cream cheese, sour
cream (or yogurt), Parmesan
cheese and mozzarella cheese in
a medium pan. Stir over medium
heat until cream cheese melts.

2.

Stir in cooked spinach and
chopped artichokes and heat for
1–2 minutes. Once everything is
blended, stir in minced garlic and
remove from heat.

3.

Season with cayenne pepper and
salt to taste.
lcarlton@chroniclemail.com

» ESTHER BELL AND JAMES TSITIRIDIS/CHRONICLE

A cozy ride is only 5 minutes away.

Use code CHRIS551934

for up to $50 in free ride credit.
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top
our staff’s
top 5 picks:

video & blog
reviews

ARTS & CULTURE

REASONS WHY
COMMUTING
GRINDS MY GEARS

Some things are just hilarious
without really understanding why,
and there are few things more
satisfying, for some reason, than
wasting time with memes. Doot
was originally just a single second
video called Skull Trumpet—a
terrible 3D animation from 1995.
Now, however, it is the Copy Desk’s
official fanfare during important
Friday announcements.

Blog: “Gffood.
tumblr.com”
Are you gluten free and tired of
feeling like you can’t eat anything
tasty? Well, look no further than
this blog titled “Gluten Free
Cooking.” It includes recipes from
cookies to pizza bites! Never miss
out on the fun finger foods again.
Each recipe is written in a simple
way and can be made for a low cost.
Satisfy that sweet tooth in a little
bit more of a healthy way.

TOP 5 CHICAGO
DIY BANDS

» ERIC BRADACH
METRO EDITOR

» JACKIE MURRAY
METRO REPORTER

» CAROLINE BOWEN
METRO REPORTER

The price:

Lebron James:

This is Lorelei:

Nearly $200 a month for tickets.

We don’t even mind that our economy
is single handedly based on his success.
He’s brought so much hope and positivity into the city that I can’t imagine a
Cleveland without him. Plus, his returning to play for the Cavs shows home really is where the heart is.

Nate Amos, co-creator of Chicago DIY
record label Grandpa Bay, fronts the
experimental group This is Lorelei.
Continual looping intertwined with
high harmonies makes it almost impossible not to get your groove on.

The early mornings:

Video: “10 Hours
of Doot”

REASONS WHY I
LOVE CLEVELAND

Being a morning person, I am the strange
one who is energized and ready to take
off and get to work the moment my alarm
sounds. However, there are those days
when I just need the extra hour or two of
shut-eye that I was unable to obtain over
the weekend. A 5:45 a.m wake-up call can
be exhausting.
Being beholden to the Metra
schedule:
You know that feeling when you are done
with work, and a huge weight has been
taken off your shoulders? Feels great,
doesn’t it? Well, imagine finishing all
your work, but you have to sit and wait
because the next train does not leave until 9:50 p.m.—and it’s only 8:15 p.m. You
start to hate yourself for staying late to
complete your work instead of catching
the 8:10 p.m. train.
Late trains:

Passive aggressive T-shirts:
I will spend every last cent in my wallet
on the latest apparel from local Cleveland T-shirt companies. My personal
favorite is: “Cleveland. It’s not that bad.
Have a beer!”
The sports:
Despite 2016 finally putting Cleveland
on the sports map with an NBA Finals
win and World Series appearance, I have
experienced so much heartbreak in my
life over the Cavs, Indians and Browns’
woes. Going 52 years without winning
a championship in any sport has caused
me to shed so many tears in public. But,
they always keep bringing me back.

People who understand me know I am a
fairly patient and reasonable man, and I
can understand the train running five or
10 minutes late. But when it is 20 to 45
minutes late—yes, that has happened—
and I have scheduled interviews, it is a
challenge to hold back the frustration.

Lake Erie:

Cat deprivation:

Our pride:

I am a cat person and not ashamed to say
it. The three plus hours a day I spend on
the Metra and walking to and from the
train station is quality time taken away
from my cat, Izzy.

Cleveland is cool, and we don’t care that
nobody outside city borders agrees with
us. I wish I could put into words how
much Clevelanders love their city because it’s unlike anything else.
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Walking down the street to the beaches
of Lake Erie is one of my favorite things
about being home. It’s somewhere to relax, read or reflect on life and world issues. If you’re around for the sunset, you
can snap some unreal photos.

Dehd:
These three musicians balance each
other perfectly—two vocalists, each
on guitar, backed by a constant snare
drummer’s rhythm. Dehd makes singing about unrequited love and your
20s slipping by feel pretty good in its
self-titled album.
Fatkid:
Are you hungry for brunch or lunch
with a side of strong milk and eggs?
Whether you are listening in your
apartment or in a grungy DIY basement, you end up wanting more of this
quartet in the key of weird.
Jovan:
Jovan’s political lyrics, ‘90s hip-hop
influence and saxophone riffs echo
throughout most of its songs. Jovan
Landry’s sound and lyrics remind listeners of a modern take on the jazz resonating from earlier revolutions.
Glamour Hotline:
Three Columbia gals sprinkling their
soulful narrative on a platform of
riot grrrl influence, Glamour Hotline
makes you want to get off your bum
and start a band with your best friends.
If only it was that easy.

reviews
APP

CHROMA RUSH
» ERIC BRADACH
METRO EDITOR

Chroma Rush, a new app game released
Feb. 1, tests your color skills with a
series of challenging puzzles. Even
though the app is supposed to strengthen your mind, it is nothing more than
a waste of space on your phone. After
playing the app a couple of times, it gets
extremely boring because of the lack
of creativity. It is an insult to even a
3-year-old’s intelligence.

APP

HATER APP

SCREEN

MELISSA MCCARTHY
AS SEAN SPICER ON
“SNL”

ARTS & CULTURE

scale

MUSIC

RANDOM

MOUTH TATTOOS

SAMPHA’S PROCESS

» LAUREN KOSTIUK
DIGITAL CONTENT MANAGER

» CONNOR CARYNSKI
CAMPUS REPORTER

» BROOKE PAWLING STENNETT
OPINIONS EDITOR

Melissa McCarthy returned to “Saturday Night Live” Feb. 4 to impersonate White House Press Secretary
Sean Spicer. The parody was hilarious
from McCarthy’s accurate portrayal of
Spicer’s hand gestures and exaggerated
demeanor to the guest appearance of
DeVos played by Kate McKinnon. This
is definitely one of “SNL’s” best sketches in weeks.

Sampha’s new album, released Feb. 3,
reinvents the age-old R&B style, while
maintaining the slow beats, piano chords
and mellow vocals the genre is known
for. It also brings with it a medley of
electronic elements that build an interesting soulful atmosphere. Sampha is an
incredibly talented vocalist and pianist
whose songs are perfect for easing any
potential Valentine’s Day woes.

I keep up with the Kardashians like
any other pop culture obsessed person, but the day Kendall Jenner posted a photo of her lip tattoo I logged off
of social media for quite a while. Why
are people tattooing their mouths? I
imagine that hurts beyond belief. Tattoo your whole face if you want, but lip
tattoos don’t serve any purpose other
than pain, and they fade quickly.

SCREEN

“IT TAKES TWO”

MUSIC

RANDOM

“I COULD HAVE TOLD
YOU” BY BOB DYLAN

COCA-COLA

» CAROLINE BOWEN
METRO REPORTER

» ARABELLA BRECK
MANAGING EDITOR

» ARIANA PORTALATIN
CAMPUS EDITOR

» BROOKE PAWLING STENNETT
OPINIONS EDITOR

Hater, the new dating app updated Feb.
9, matches users based on what they like,
dislike, love and hate. Instead of swiping
after seeing a person’s profile and photo,
users find their matches based on shared
interests. Whether it’s mutual love for
Shia LaBeouf and ‘80s music, or hatred
of fedoras and “The Bachelor,” Hater
gives users rich conversation starters.
Now there’s no more staring at a empty
chat window with nothing to talk about.

I thought it would only happen in my
dreams, but Lil Yachty and Carly Rae
Jepsen have finally come together. Target
released a teaser video Feb. 7 for the duo’s
remake of the ‘80s song “It Takes Two” in
anticipation of the full video’s premiere
during the 2017 Grammys. Even though
they create different music, both have
adorable personalities and are changing
the game in their genres; the collab makes
perfect sense.

Bob Dylan uses his familiar raspy voice
and guitar style to put a unique twist on
the classic heartbreak song “I Could Have
Told You,” which was originally written
by Frank Sinatra in the 1950s. The song,
released Jan. 31, is set to be included on
his March 31 album Triplicate, which will
feature 30 cover songs over three discs.
Although it would be better to hear more
original music from Dylan, it’s still nice to
see him bring back classic songs.

Coca-Cola has had a history of being
addictive for many people. If you’re
like me and you have been drinking
Coke since you started kindergarten,
it’s difficult to try to stop. However, one must always remember good
things come in small quantities. If
you let yourself have one of these
delicious beverages once in a while,
no one can tell you no—except for a
doctor, maybe.
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New dean of DEI
must address blind
spots in inclusivity

M

atthew Shenoda, interim
chair of the Art & Art History
Department and an associate professor in the Creative Writing
Department, was appointed by President
and CEO Kwang-Wu Kim as the new dean
of Academic Diversity, Equity & Inclusion,
as reported Feb. 6 by The Chronicle.
Kim sent out a Feb. 2 statement to
students announcing that Shenoda will
remain a professor but give up his position as interim chair of the department
and start his new position in June of this
year. Shenoda was previously a member
of the DEI Committee, a committee
mandated by the collegewide Strategic
Plan, as reported Feb. 6. The DEI committee members were formally announced
to faculty and staff on Jan. 28, 2016 as
reported Feb. 8, 2016, by The Chronicle.

Shenoda also served as the assistant provost for Equity and Diversity at the School
of Critical Studies at The California
Institute of the Arts, the statement said.
Shenoda is supposed to enhance
curriculum to foster a diverse stu-

[Columbia] needs to own up to the harmful effects a lack of diversity has on
student education.
dent experience. Shenoda will also
advise Kim on collegewide initiatives
as part of his role in senior leadership, according to the statement.
It’s good to have someone highly
qualified in this post and The Chronicle

Hazing is criminal
assault, not tradition

S

tudent athletes learn plenty of life
lessons including the value of hard
work, the power of determination and
the strength of tradition. However, in the
recent case of hazing at Lake Zurich High
School in Illinois, tradition went too far.
According to a Feb. 2 Chicago Tribune
article, two alleged victims have now filed
a federal lawsuit against School District
95 arising from actions by the Lake Zurich
High School football team. The lawsuit
alleges that members of the football team
committed sexual assaults and acts of
degradation in the locker rooms and showers under the guise of “hazing” during the
Fall 2016 football season, while coaches
and administrators ignored the abuse.
“Hazing” has a broad meaning, but

wishes Shenoda much success in his
endeavors. In turn, we’d like to propose
that Shenoda work to establish a clear
set of goals for Columbia and a conceivable timetable to achieve them.
The college needs to own up to the
harmful effects a lack of faculty and staff
diversity has on student education by
requiring mandated sensitivity training
for students, faculty and staff. Differences
in the racial makeup between the student
body and faculty can cause some students
to not get the same experience as others,
and their life experience may not be
represented in the curriculum. Cultural

HazingPrevention.org describes it as “any
action taken or any situation created
intentionally that causes embarrassment,
harassment or ridicule and risks emotional
and/or physical harm to members of a group
or team, whether new or not, regardless of
the person’s willingness to participate.”
The vagueness of the term compounds
the problem. Harmless dares like drinking
soy sauce or ding-dong-ditching a house do
not fall in this category and should not be
considered as such. Lumping trivial behavior with criminal acts normalizes something that should be considered a crime.
Harmless “hazing” does not need
to be eradicated, but school districts,
parents and students need to be made
aware of the distinct line between a dare

disparities between a faculty member
and student can also negatively impact a
student’s grade when proposing projects
that a professor may not understand.
Freshmen students need a workshop
to inform them about the importance of

diversity. Although the Undoing Racism
Workshop, a two-part workshop held for
select members of the college starting
in the Fall 2016 Semester, facilitated
conversation, it is too expensive to receive
outside help on a consistent basis.
Shenoda should stimulate dialogue
among the faculty so that everyone asks
questions such as, “Does my curriculum help all of my students?” as well
as provide curriculum checkpoints
so faculty can help ensure students
are receiving a diverse education.
The only way our academics will
successfully progress is if faculty, staff
and students of all life experiences are
retained and represented. They should
be shown they are valuable to the school
and are not discriminated against.
Though Shenoda’s job title includes
the word “academic” and has a curricular
focus, the administration needs to expand
his job description to include students
and staff. Instead of trying education outward—fixing the curriculum first—they
need to prioritize student life, student
experience and how the faculty and staff
feel, which could then improve education
and Columbia’s overall atmosphere.
editorial

and hazing if any improvement is to be
made. While society cannot prevent
hazing altogether, it can denounce the
tradition and reverence attached to it.
Every fall, incidents of hazing—sometimes fatal—occur when men and women
pledge a college fraternity or sorority and
willingly participate, all in the name of
proving themselves worthy of inclusion
in the group. The new Illinois lawsuit
alleges that not only did the coaches
and administrators ignore the abuse in
this case but Lake Zurich High School,
like many other schools, has tolerated
hazing for more than two decades.
StopHazing.org conducted a national
study and found that 47 percent of students experience hazing prior to college as
minors, which establishes a disappointing
level of tolerance that perpetuates the
practice. In this case, the lawsuit states
other players who were not involved were
also “indirectly participating, watching

or aware,” according to a Feb. 1 NBC
Chicago article. Turning a blind eye in
these situations is harmful beyond belief.
According to a Dec. 28,2016 Chicago
Tribune article, the only action the
school allegedly took in response to the
incident was to send a note to parents
of football players describing the attack
as “egregious” and increase efforts
to educate players about hazing.
School districts cannot respond to sexual assault, as the Lake Zurich students
allegedly endured, with a slap on the
wrist and community service and expect
these types of incidents not to recur. Such
“punishments” are as reprehensible as the
well-known case of Brock Turner, who
only served three months in jail after being
charged with sexually assaulting a woman.
Dismissing hazing because of its deep
roots in sports culture and Greek life sends
a message that reprehensible behavior is
excusable. It isn’t and should never be so.

Editorial Board Members
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Did you catch a mistake, think we could have covered a story better or
have strong beliefs about an issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?
Why not write a letter to the editor? At the bottom of Page 2,
you’ll find a set of guidelines on how to do this. Let us hear
from you. —The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board

P

commentary

Trump legal
battles causes
progressive
standstill
» connor carynski
CAMPUS REPORTER

resident Donald Trump faces mass
resistance to his agenda from citizens and U.S. politicians, as evidenced by the recent legal battle over his
executive order travel ban. If the fight over
the ban is an indication of things to come,
the opposition to Trump's vision of America is growing in strength and numbers and
represents a broad-based coalition of feminists, labor unions, minorities, the LGBT
community, environmentalists and others.
But is this permanent state of conflict is
good for the country?
Trump’s recent immigration plan—
which restricts travelers from seven
predominantly Muslim countries—filled
airport terminals with protesters who
were against the detention of hundreds of
immigrants, non-immigrants, refugees and
even U.S. citizens and green card holders,
as reported Feb. 6 by The Chronicle.
Exactly one week after the travel ban was
enacted on Feb. 3, U.S. District Judge James
L. Robart in Seattle granted a temporary
restraining order that revoked the ban on a
national level, according to a Feb. 4 article

student poll

OPINIONS
from The Seattle Times. The judge found a
violation of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965, which states, “No person
shall receive any preference or priority or
be discriminated against in the issuance of
an immigrant visa because of the person's
race, sex, nationality or place of birth.”
The Justice Department has defended
the ban as a valid exercise of presidential
powers and appealed Robart's decision
to the Ninth Circuit, which sustained the
restraining order on Feb. 9, according to a
Feb. 10 CNN article.
Trump’s failed order is a political loss,
although it was intended to send a message to his supporters about of his readiness to act on his campaign promise of a
"Muslim ban."The injunction was upheld
by an appellate court but may yet fare U.S.
Supreme Court review. If the higher court
overturns them, his opposition will fight
all the harder to thwart him at every turn.
More lawsuits are underway, including
one that claims he has violated the emoluments clause because foreign diplomats are
visiting his Washington D.C. hotel to obtain

favor. Unless Trump wants to wage these
sorts of battles throughout his entire term,
he needs to be more willing to cooperate
with the many groups that oppose him.
Trump has done much since his inauguration to antagonize his critics through
his conflicts of interest, cabinet picks and
executive orders. Factoring in his war on
the media, it is small wonder that so many
people do not want to give him the benefit
of the doubt. But this rigidity, like Trump's
obstinacy, is unfortunate.
In a potential scenario in which he proposes something beneficial for the country,
such as rebuilding the nation’s infrastructure or lowering the price of prescription
drugs, his opponents should continue to be
skeptical but also open to the possibilities.
Trump’s travel ban and his executive
order to push forward the Dakota Access
Pipeline after enormous protest is more
than worthy of resistance, but so long as
Trump remains president, fear and distrust
should not stand in the way of progress.
ccarynski@chroniclemail.com

editorial cartoon

Do you think
Columbia is
committed to
diversity?

» Courtesy TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES

“Yes, because when I first thought
about [attending] they were inclusive
with the LGBT community.”
venus luna

freshman interactive arts
& media major

josh garcia

junior audio arts &
acoustics major

“Yes because this is a very diverse art
school. I’ve met a lot of cool people of
a lot of different nationalities here.”
traci kunzika

sophomore theatre major

“I think so. I know they do try and go
out of their way to make sure there are
all-inclusive events.”
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Critics share concerns over the president’s financial regulation executive order » Page 33

District 12 Cmdr. Ed Kulbida addressed recent shootings, one of which occurred the afternoon of Feb. 3 on Chicago Avenue, at a Feb. 6 community meeting.

West Town demands answers
for surge in violent crimes

2015, according to Chicago Tribune’s annual
crime reports.
According to Chicago Police Department
Cmdr. Ed Kulbida, District 12, the neighborhood is seeing an “epidemic” of juveniles
from other neighborhoods stealing cars from
local dealerships and using them for robberies. At the meeting, organized by 1221 beat
facilitator Kim Shepherd, Kulbida addressed
multiple recent West Town shootings and
asked for support from residents.
“Instead of turning your head to what you
see, report what you see,” he said.
Kulbida asked residents to mark their
garages with addresses and give their
house alarm codes to those they trust—
specifically nannies and dog walkers—to
keep police officers proactive in the neighborhoods instead of frequently answering
unnecessary calls.
In turn, Kulbida promised more officer foot
patrols on the streets.
“Now that we have [32] more officers, I will
West Town residents gathered at 1613 W. Chicago Ave. Feb. 6 to discuss the recent increase in crime
be putting them out there as soon as tomorrate in neighborhoods such as Wicker Park, Ukrainian Village and Logan Square.
row,” he said.
“We need to know how [action] is going to
State Rep. Cynthia Soto, D-Chicago, Rep.
» CAROLINE BOWEN
METRO REPORTER
be done and when,” Bindig said about ending Melissa Conyears-Ervin, D-Chicago, and
the neighborhood’s rising violence.
Ald. Joe Moreno (1st Ward) accompanied
LEAH BINDIG WAS walking through the front
Bindig was one of hundreds of resi- Kulbida and attempted to ease the heated
door of her business, Aeslin Pup Hub, five dents crowded inside the basement of the discussion with promises for combating the
minutes prior to shots being fired Feb. 3, Goldblatt’s Bros. Department Store, 1613 neighborhood violence.
outside 1810 W. Chicago Ave. Had the W. Chicago Ave., Feb. 6 who demanded
According to Moreno, the city has about
bullet been 25 feet north, it would have gone changes and heard elected officials answer $80 million left from a property tax relief
through her window, putting her employees, for 2016’s surge of violent crimes in West ordinance that he has been allocated to spend
» LOU
FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
customers and herself in danger, she said. Town that rose more than 50 percent since on preventative
crime
services—for which
»PHOTO G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE

the state allocates no funds—and additional
police officers. He said his direct communication with CPD Superintendent Eddie
Johnson has resulted in more police being
added to the 12th District than any of the
other 22 districts.
“[Other] aldermen believe where we live
does not deserve the same police attention
as where they are,” Moreno said. “What I say
to them is our neighborhood does not need
to suffer because of [its] success.
Multiple audience members commented
on elected state officials’ lack of accountability to spearhead changes on the state level,
specifically the failed enforcement of gun
control and lack of discipline for juveniles
with multiple offenses on their record.
Soto suggested having future community
meetings at different locations in West Town
to address those concerns. However, attendees said they wanted immediate answers.
“So, it’s either the city or the country, just
because Soto is [being] quiet?” remarked one
attendee in the crowd. “Do your job.”
Dan Johnson, president of the East Village
Association, suggested a weekly update from
elected officials, laying out accomplishments
with money, resources and legislation that
particular week.
“Elected officials can look at the picture of
who was here tonight and think about what’s
going to happen every few years when they
don’t send out that update,” Johnson said.
A list of expectations for Mayor Rahm
Emanuel and other city and state officials
was read on behalf of several West Town
neighborhood groups.
The list, read by West Town Neighbors
Association President Liz Tomka, includes
changes to the Illinois statutes to make
attempted home invasion illegal, changing
what constitutes trespassing and a shift in
the definition of “terrorist” to include domestic street gangs. Illegal gun possession being
addressed under the federal government and
producing minimum 5-year sentences was
also suggested.
Shepherd also established ways community members could start a public safety
committee that meets monthly and distributes reports to aldermen, attending CAPS
meetings “regardless of crime levels that
week,” volunteering to be an advocate against
dangerous offenders in court, and placing “no
trespassing” signs around the neighborhood.
Inspired by the meeting’s turnout, Kulbida
told the crowd he had never seen a community come together like this in his 33 years
on the job.
“If this was happening throughout the city,
we wouldn’t have the problems we have now,”
he said.
cbowen@chroniclemail.com

FEBRUARY 13, 2017 THE CHRONICLE 31

METRO

IN 500 WORDS OR LESS

»ARABELLA BRECK

MANAGING EDITOR

Internet access is good
for more than memes

T

he idea of going without the
internet or a smartphone
for even a few hours might
sound horrific to those who have had
steady access since its creation.
The internet's impact even made
technology an established human right.
In 2011, the U.N. released a report that
stated "disconnecting people from the
internet is a human rights violation and
against international law," as reported
June 3, 2011, by Wired.
However, in many developing parts of
the world, internet access is still scarce.
The internet has become the primary
medium of communication in the world,
and without it, citizens are left without a
wealth of information. But, even as some
areas of the world are starting to build
businesses and lives dependent on internet access, governments are weaponizing
the resource.
People in the southwest and northwest
areas of Cameroon have gone without
access to the internet for more than three
weeks. The government is suspected of
shutting off access after a series of protests, as reported Feb. 8 by BBC.
The protests in Cameroon come from
historical divides between the Frenchdominated government and the Englishdominated provinces in the country, as
reported Feb. 3 by CNN. However, taking
away this established human right is not
acceptable under any circumstances.
One area in Cameroon now attempting
to function without internet access has
been dubbed "Silicon Mountain" and is
home to start-ups and companies that
rely on internet and technology to function, CNN reported.
For a country to support its citizens,
entrepreneurship and development
should be encouraged, and a way to do
that is by providing opportunities built on
the availability of the internet.
Nji Collins Gbah, a 17-year-old from the
area where internet has been cut off, was
recently named as one of the 34 winners
of Google's annual Code-in, a competition
for coders around the world. Collins Gbah
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traveled to another part of the country
when he lost internet access and was
unable to continue his work, according
to a Feb. 10 BBC article.
A geographic location does not determine intelligence, but unfortunately, it
does determine the resources people
have available. If Collins Gbah was
not able to travel to another part of the
country or did not have internet access
to begin with, he would not have the
opportunity to participate in and place
in Google's Code-in.
The issues that arise from lack of
internet access go beyond Collins
Gbah's story and detriment to the evolving tech industry in Cameroon.
The internet has changed the way
people live their lives in the 21st century, and not just because it allows
people to instantaneously look at cute
pictures of puppies and watch Buzzfeed
videos of people trying weird food.
Access to the internet and social
media platforms has allowed people
involved in modern movements, such
as the Arab Spring, to communicate,
coordinate and be successful in voicing
their opinions.
The internet is essential because it
keeps us connected to people outside
our immediate community. Without
the internet, I would not have known
about Cameroon's cut-off, "Silicone
Mountain," the successes of Collins
Gbah or have even written this column.
abreck@chroniclemail.com
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» ERIC BRADACH
METRO EDITOR
IF FINANCIAL REGULATIONS from
the Obama administration are
repealed, it could allow for “predatory” and “discriminatory” practices and lead to damaging affects
in Chicago and the nation, according to concerned locals.
President Donald Trump’s Feb.
3 executive order calls for the
Secretary of the Treasury to review
the 2010 Dodd-Frank Wall Street
Reform and Consumer Protection
Act, according to a White House
press release from the same day.
“When people and families lose
their home, it creates a lack of property taxes, which impacts Chicago
Public Schools, surrounding homes
and leads to an increase in crime,”
said James Rudyk, executive director of the Northwest Side Housing

“The Dodd-Frank Act has been a
disastrous policy that’s hindering
our markets, reducing the availability of credit and crippling our economy’s ability to grow,” said White
House Press Secretary Sean Spicer
Center, a local nonprofit organiza- risks within the nation’s financial at a Feb. 3 press briefing.
tion that provides housing counsel- system, and the bureau oversees
Rudyk said more financial proing and financial education.
consumer financial products, such tection support from state and city
Dodd-Frank, an extensive set of as mortgages. CFPB has amassed officials is needed. His organization
financial regulatory reform mea- $11.8 billion in consumer relief in is advocating for a bill called the
sures, was created in response to enforcement work since its incep- Homeowner Bill of Rights, which
the 2008 economic crisis, estab- tion, according to the agency’s data. will contain further protections
lishing the Financial Stability
While many voters are in favor of for homeowners, such as extended
Oversight Council and the the law, the White House remains periods of late notice before propConsumer Financial Protection firm in its position that the act over- erties are foreclosed.
Bureau. The council identifies regulates financial institutions.
“We would like to see our legislatures and governor
craft legislation and
pass a bill that is able to
help provide those protections [should they be
exempt from federal
law],” Rudyk said.
Alexis Goldstein,
a senior policy analyst at Americans for
Financial Reform—a
Washington D.C.» INFO COURTESY LAKE RESEARCH PARTNERS
» ZOË HAWORTH/CHRONICLE based nonpartisan

group of 200 civil rights, consumer,
labor, business and investor groups
that advocate for a strong, stable
and ethical national financial
system—said Trump voiced his
disapproval of Dodd-Frank during
the 2016 campaign. However, only
Congress can actually repeal the
act, which would be a “distressing”
reality, she added.
Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau is the “sheriff in town” for
the American consumer when they
are misled and the victim of theft
by the financial industry, according
to Goldstein.
“Often, when people are charged
illegal or deceptive fees, they are
[small amounts],” she said. “You
probably can’t afford to hire a lawyer to sue your bank over those
[amounts] but if it happens to a
bunch of people over [time], that
can add up to millions of dollars
that are stolen.”
Goldstein said these agencies
exist to make sure the country
is not “caught blindsided” as it
was in 2008, which caused trillions of dollars to be lost in the
SEE DODD-FRANK, PAGE 39

Chicago consumers, communities could be
affected by financial regulation rollback
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The Harvard
of Comedy

The second floor of Second City’s Training Center boasts new classrooms, the Harold Ramis
Screening room, a soundstage, and ample common space to meet, work, and socialize.

Shows 7 nights a week in our 4 student theaters!

Visit SecondCity.com/tc
or call (312) 664-3959
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We offer classes, camps, and immersions for students of all ages. Whether you hope to
become a star on Saturday Night Live or just want to try something new, The Second City
has a class for you. Check out our offerings in improv, acting, writing, music, and more!

METRO
Metra plans to use new revenue
from increases in fares to help
pay for projects to improve
facilities and repairs.

» G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE

Metra increases fares
to fund capital projects
» JACKIE MURRAY
METRO REPORTER
FACING ONGOING FINANCIAL constraints, Metra has raised fare
prices for the third year in a row.
Effective Feb. 1, customers will
pay 25 cents more for a one-way
ticket, $2.75 more for a 10-Ride
ticket and $11.75 more for a monthlong pass, according to the Metra

website. The decision was made
in November 2016 after the commuter railroad company failed to
make up capital funding needed
for a series of incomplete structural
and equipment projects.
“We evaluate the budget every
year,” said Metra Spokeswoman
Meg Reile. “In this case, that
increased revenue is entirely allocated for use on capital projects.”

The fare increase is expected to
bring in $16.1 million in revenue by
the end of 2017 with all proceeds
going toward capital improvement
projects, such as repairs to facilities
and a car rehab program, according
to Reile.
Reile said Metra’s capital budget
has remained flat for some time.
The company has more than $11
billion in capital needs over the next
ten years, and it receives only about
one-third of that, she added.
Sophomore journalism major
Ariana Dolce lives in the city but
takes the Metra a few times a month

to visit family in the suburbs, using
one-way tickets or weekend passes.
Dolce said she will probably continue to use Metra on occasion but
will instead rely more on receiving
rides from family.
“[Before the increase, it] was still
kind of heavy on the pocket, and
now it’s going to be even heavier,”
» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
Dolce said.
Government Relations Director
of the Active Transportation
Alliance Kyle Whitehead said
while it is never good news when
a transportation agency decides
to raise fares, Metra is facing a
lack of support from other levels
of government.
“We would love if [transit was]
even more affordable, but we also
think it’s important to recognize
the need to invest, improve and
expand public transit in the
Chicago region,” Whitehead said.
“Responsibility doesn’t just fall on
the transit agencies themselves but

also our local, state and federal
elected officials.”
Whitehead said because there
has been a growing interest in
riding transit in the Chicagoland
area, an additional burden companies bear is to improve on the
system’s infrastructure .
“From their perspective, the only
way they can [improve] is with this
schedule of fare increases over the
next several years,” he said
For many citizens in Chicago and
the surrounding suburbs, Metra is
the best option available for convenient and affordable transportation
for those who do not have access to
a vehicle, he added.
“In many cases, people rely on
Metra to be able to access jobs
they wouldn’t otherwise be able to
access if they didn’t have a Metra
station in their community,”
Whitehead said. “The more people we can move through transit,
the better off everybody’s going
to be because we can have a more
walkable, bikeable and livable city.”
jmurray@chroniclemail.com

» ESTHER BELL/CHRONICLE
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What does less snow
mean for Chicago?
» JACKIE MURRAY
METRO REPORTER

Annual snowfall in January from 2007 to 2017 (inches)

» Data NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

2007

» JAMES TSITIRIDIS/CHRONICLE

2017

“CHIBERIA” FACED A historic month

in January with a standout record
of low snowfall, according to various local experts.
Chicago usually averages nine or
10 inches of snow during January,
according to National Weather
Service Meteorologist Kevin Birk.
However, this year recorded only
0.6 inches.
The city, including the Chicago
Department of Transportation, has
been taking advantage of the clear
roads by filling potholes—16,000
more in January 2017 than in
January 2016.
CDOT noted that 15 or 16 pothole crews are out every day, and
complaints about potholes from
2015–2016 were down 18 percent,
according to its website. CDOT
Spokeswoman Susan Hofer said the
department has also been using the
thawed ground to get a head start on
sign installments around the city.
“Building owners and residents
of various neighborhoods are seeing work that normally would have
to wait until spring—being done
on an as-needed basis,” Hofer said.

Only five other times in recorded
Chicago weather history has
January registered equal or lesser
amounts of snow for the month,
according to National Weather
Service data. But, Birk noted
Chicago has not seen any less precipitation. The city is about average
for a typical January by 1.14 inches.
“Most fell in the form of rain and
not snow [because] we tended to
actually be fairly warm,” Birk said.
December in Chicago provided a
few good snowfalls, and the majority of the snowfalls this winter happened during that month, he added.
The warmer weather can be
blamed on both rising global temperatures and unreliable weather
patterns, according to Max
Berkelhammer, an earth and environmental sciences professor at the
University of Illinois at Chicago.
“There’s simply changes in
weather patterns that are associated with ocean dynamics and
changes with hemisphere circulation that has a little bit of a chaotic
or random quality,” Berkelhammer
also said.

Downtown Parking

Another explanation is that
central U.S. storms systems are
moving farther to the north instead
of tracking to the south, so cold air
cannot filter in and let precipitation
to fall as snow, Birk said.
Changes in Chicago’s environment can be expected in the
upcoming months because of
the low snowfall percentage in
January. The city’s runoff water,
pests that usually die off from the
winter and the temperature of the
upcoming spring and summer
months can possibly be affected in
the future because of the warmer
temperatures and lack of snow
from this past month, according to
Berkelhammer. He has also noticed
flooding around streets, possibly
caused by precipitation falling as
rain instead of snow.
“A heavy freeze on the lake surface can maintain cooler temperatures into the spring and summer,”
Berkelhammer said. “The fact the
lake isn’t frozen may influence
spring and summer temperatures.”
jmurray@chroniclemail.com

RATES:

$6 after 4pm
until 10pm

10hrs— $11
24hrs— $30
All day
(until 10pm)— $16
710 s. Wabash Ave
710selfpark.com
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Connections, resources empower
women in technology
» CAROLINE BOWEN
METRO REPORTER
JAMIE MIGDAL, CEO and founder of
FetchFind—an online education
tool for pet care businesses—has
faced doubt from people “falling
prey to old ideas” on her way to

success. She has encountered
people who believe women aren’t
capable of scaling companies,
raising venture capital or hiring a
successful team.
“It’s really important to be able
to understand that’s what [some]
people think, so we can create

» PHOTOS KEVIN TIONGSON/CHRONICLE
1871, 222 W. Merchandise Mart Plaza, asked four female-owned restaurants in the
city to feed the crowd at the Feb. 7 WiSTEM showcase, including Gayle’s Grilled
Cheese owner, Gayle Voss.

arguments against those preconceived notions,” she said.
Migdal was one of 12 female
entrepreneurs who showcased
their businesses through WiSTEM,
a program for Women in Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math
on Feb. 7.
Organized and hosted by 1871,
a resource for digital start-up
communities located at 222 W.
Merchandise Mart Plaza, the
16-week program is a catalyst for
female-owned businesses earning capital, said Nicole Yeary,
WiSTEM co-facilitator. A forum
for woman empowerment, the
event is held three times each year,
she said.
According to Yeary, WiSTEM
has provided resources to 37 companies and 45 women entrepreneurs who together have created
over 169 jobs.
Tom Alexander, 1871’s chief
operating officer, said inviting
female-owned businesses to cater
1871’s events is one of the ways the
organization is “putting our money
where our mouth is.”
“One of our goals is that when you
walk around 1871, [the diversity]

looks like the city of Chicago...If you
look around this room tonight, it
absolutely feels that way,” he said.
Gayle Voss’ restaurant was one
of four female-owned Chicago
businesses that catered the
WiSTEM showcase.
Voss said she used to wake up
at 3 a.m. every Saturday morning
to pass her newest business ideas
out to customers at the downtown
farmer’s market.
Despite her family’s doubts, she
worked exhausting days, often ending in tears, until she saved enough
to move the business—Gayle’s
Grilled Cheese—from her basement in the suburbs to downtown
at 108 N. State St. She said she owes
some of her success to networking.
“If you are not feeling the support
or empowerment you need from
family or friends, there are other
people out there,” Voss said.
While there is not an opening for
every female entrepreneur in the
city at WiSTEM, Migdal’s advice
for those who want to embark on
a business venture is to reach out
to others for mentorship and ask
them how they got to where they
are now.

“We know what we are doing
and have an incredible ecosystem
[in Chicago],” she said. “The more
women, the better and the stronger
we will become.”
cbowen@chroniclemail.com

The most recent WiSTEM cohort involved
12 female entrepreneurs who manage
tech businesses in Chicago, including
Jamie Migdal, CEO of FetchFind.
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INFRASTRUCTURE, FROM FRONT

“Chicago cannot be known as
the city that works if we cannot
efficiently get our people to and
from work,” he said.
Emanuel said two new runways
have been added to Chicago O’Hare
International Airport in the last
three years, and when the third is
completed, O’Hare will have the
most “efficient runway systems of
any airport in the country.”
Renauld Mitchell, a local architect who attended Emanuel’s
speech, said the new additions to
O’Hare are “excellent” and [places
the city] in a position to compete.”
Emanuel said 272 new classrooms are currently being built
including science and computer
labs in Chicago Public Schools.
“Chicago’s students are making
unprecedented gains in the classroom,” he said. “We are going to
support them with an unprecedented modernization of our elementary schools, middle schools
and high schools,” the mayor said.
Emanuel said “education does
not end at 12th grade,” which is
why the city created the STAR

Scholarship to provide any CPS
student who graduates high school
with a B- average, [2.67 GPA], free
tuition at Chicago’s City Colleges.
The program will not discriminate
against undocumented immigrants, he added.
One of the shadows hanging
over Chicago is the possible loss
of federal funding under President
Donald Trump. However, Roberto
Perez, a business agent at with
Laborers’ Local 225, said if
Chicago has Emanuel supporting
it, then it will be all right.
Another dilemma facing the
city has been the lack of a state
budget, and Emanuel touted the
city’s triumphs in the more than
a year-and-a-half budget impasse
in Springfield.
“My hope is Springfield will be
a reliable partner—not an obstacle—in building a new Chicago,”
the mayor said. “In the meantime,
we are moving forward because
delay is not an option or a sound
economic strategy.”
ebradach@chroniclemail.com

economy and more than 10 million
people to lose their homes.
According to Goldstein, there is
no official number of individuals
who lost their homes during the
2008 recession because the government did not track that statistic, however, CFPB is currently
reviewing the data.
Other avenues Dodd-Frank
created to protect homeowners
include the Qualified Mortgage
rule—which restricts mortgage
loan lenders from granting loans
to people who do not have the ability to repay them and the Truth in
Lending Act—which creates more
transparent forms for mortgage
loans, according to CFPB and the
U.S. Department of the Treasury.
The financial protection reforms
have also been important for student borrowers. CFPB is currently
suing Navient Corp., the largest student loan agency in the nation, for
illegally steering student borrowers
to more costly repayment plans,
according to the lawsuit.
Other state attorney generals
have filed lawsuits against Navient,

including Illinois Attorney General
Lisa Madigan, as reported Jan. 30
by The Chronicle.
“These are the actions that CFPB
take to stand up for students,”
Goldstein said. “If the executive
order results in the treasury secretary deciding to [recommend
Congress act] in rolling back CFPB,
that is going to harm students.”
Juan Calixto, vice president of
external relations at the Chicago
Community Loan Fund—which
has provided assistance to homeowners affected by the 2008 recession—said there is an important
need for financial regulation, but
there could be “overregulation.”
“I could understand when financial institutions say ‘we can’t read
[thousands] of pages of regulation,
and it costs us money to act on
these,’” he said. “But the flip side is
there has got to be a balance.”
The Senate has not yet confirmed
Trump’s nominee for secretary of
treasury, former Senior Executive
at Goldman Sachs Steven Mnuchin.
Critics claim he has conflicts of
interests that could cause him to

not objectively review Dodd-Frank.
Goldstein said Mnuchin’s time
at OneWest Bank is concerning
because the bank engaged in “predatory foreclosure practices.” He had
also denied revealing the number
of foreclosures the bank served as
asked during his Senate hearings,
she added.
If the secretary of treasury
were to recommend rolling back
the financial protections of DoddFrank, it would become an ethical battle in Congress, according
to Goldstein. Polls, such as one
released July 15, 2016, by Lake
Research Partners, show regulation of financial servers, such
as Wall Street, financial firms is
a nonpartisan issue among their
constituents, she added.
“At the end of the day, [DoddFrank] and CFPB get scammed
Americans their money back,”
Goldstein said. “It is going to be difficult for Republicans if they decide
to pick a fight over an agency who
gets you your stolen money back.”
ebradach@chroniclemail.com
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